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SUBJECT: INVITATION TO SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO TO VISIT 
THAILAND 

REF: A. BANGKOK 18721; B. 18603; C. BANGKOK 17326 

1. ACTING POLITICAL COUNSELOR CALLED ON THAI DCM THANOM 
NOPHAWAN (ON SEPT. 11) TO ASK ABOUT REPORTED INVITATION TO 
GROMYKO. THANOM SAID THAT HE HAD SEEN A PRESS STORY REPORTING 
FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI'S ANNOUNCEMENT. BUT THE THAI 
EMBASSY HERE HAD RECEIVED NO WORD ABOUT SUCH AN INVITATION. 

2. THANOM DESCRIBED SOVIET-THAI RELATIONS AS IMPROVING, 

BUT NOT DRAMATICALLY. HE INDICATED THAT THE INCREASE IN 
SOVIET MEDIA ATTENTION TO SOUTHEAST ASIA HAS NOT YET 
AMOUNTED TO MUCH IN TERMS OF SPECIFIC INITIATIVES TOWARD 
THAILAND. THE CULTURAL EXCHANGE AGREEMENT WOULD BE SIGNED 
SOON PROBABLY IN BANGKOK, AND THE EXCHANGE OF VISITS BY 

THE HAI PING PONG AND BADMINTON TEAMS, AND THE SOVIET SOCCER TEAM 
WERE THE FIRSTSUCHEXCHANGES OF GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED GROUPS. ALSO, SAID 

THANOM, THE SOVIET MFA HAS RECENTLY SET UP A SEPARATE THAI- 
MALAYSIA SUB-SECTION WITHIN THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN DIVISION. 

SOVIET-THAI TRADE WAS STILL VERY LOW, HOWEVER, AND THE 
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"SOCIALIST" COUNTRIES HAVE COMPLAINED THAT THE NEW THAI LAW 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

ON TRADE WITH THEM HAS WORKED TO INHIBIT INCREASE TRADE 
RATHER THAN FACILITATE IT, SAID THANOM. 

3. COMMENT: IN OUR VIEW, THE SOVIETS WOULD WELCOME AN 
INVITATION FOR GROMYKO TO VISIT BANGKOK AND WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE HIM VISIT OTHER ASIAN CAPITALS AS WELL. EVEN IF HE 
HAD LITTLE SPECIFIC TO TALK ABOUT, THE FACT THAT ASIAN 
GOVERNMENTS WOULD RECEIVE HIM WOULD SERVE THE PURPOSE OF 
WORRYING THE CHINESE. THE ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY IDEA 

HAS BEEN PUSHED ALMOST DAILY IN THE MEDIA SINCE THE HELSINKI 
SUMMIT, AND A GROMYKO TRIP MIGHT GIVE IT SOME ADDITIONAL 
MOMENTUM. 
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